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through which the cord attaching the seal to the grant was drawn 
and fastened. I find, on referring to Nichols's History of the 
County, that Pope Innocent the Fourth not only confirmed the 
privileges granted by his predecessor to the Abbot and Convent of 
Leicester, but added others to the number they already enjoyed— 
sanctuary for felons, for example. This seal or bull is unquestion 
ably that which was appended to the document here mentioned, 
and has probably been in the fingers of the Pontiff himself. 
Innocent the Fourth filled the papal chair from the 28th or 29th 
of June, 1243, to December 7th, 1254. It is worthy of notice 
that the papal seal of Innocent's successor, Alexander the Fourth, 
was also found in the ground near the Abbey, and is engraved in 
Nichols's H istory. I am glad to learn it is Mr. Warner's intention 
to retain in future all articles of antiquarian interest that may 
be found in the Abbey Gardens, with a view to their collection 
in a private museum. Being on the spot, they will be carefully 
preserved in an appropriate position. I may add that the term 
" bull," applied to papal missives, is derived from seals of lead, or 
bulla, like that now exhibited.

Mr. Thompson's remarks were illustrated by drawings of the 
three vessels mentioned at the commencement of his Paper.

MR. GRESLEY read the following Paper on

AN ANCIENT HOUSE AT MEDBOURNE, 
LEICESTERSHIRE.

IT will be remembered that during the Annual Excursion of the 
Society on the 29th of July, having a short time to spare at 
Medbourne, we were invited by Mr. Fenwick to look at some old 
arches in a farm house a few hundred yards south of the Church. 
Our pleasure and surprise were great on finding immediately that 
it was a house of the latter part of the thirteenth century, and our 
visit was the more fortunate as the spirit of " progress," so de 
structive of the happiness of the antiquary, was already at work 
about it under the plea of improvement. The few observations I 
now wish to make respecting this house are the result of the hasty 
glimpse we had of it that day, and they receive much illustration 
from the sketches now laid before us by Mr. Bellairs and Mr. Hill, 
but the place requires and deserves a much more minute exami 
nation. The house may be described generally as being in the 
shape of a T, the upper part of the letter being as I conceive, the 
original mansion, to which the lower part has been subsequently 
added. The present entrance passage to the house runs across 
between these two parts, and in it, in the wall of the upper part of 
the T, are the dripstones of three pointed arches shown in Mr. 
Bellairs' drawing. This I imagine to have been the entrance to
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Uie lower apartment or apartments of the house. The entrance 
to the old Deanery, Winchester, of about the same date as this 
house at Medbourne, is of a somewhat similar character (Turner's 
Domestic Architecture, vol. i., p. 177). Further on near the end, 
this passage was lighted by a small, narrow, square-headed window, 

"widely splayed internally, and very remarkable from its still having 
a wooden shutter instead of being glazed. The hinges of this 
shutter were at the top of the window, so that it opened upwards, 
and was then held in its place by a button fastened to the roof of 
the passage. Projecting from the south side of the house is a 
massive old chimney of several stages, which contained the fire 
place of the lower room on the ground floor, and of the large 
upper room, solar, or hall, which was the apartment ordinarily 
occupied by the master of the house and his family. The entrance 
from without to this upper room I conceive to have been in accord 
ance with a frequent arrangement of houses of the twelfth and 
thirteenth centuries, in the south wall near the chimney. If so, it 
was approached by an external staircase, probably of wood. This 
has now disappeared, but the masonry of the face of that part of 
the wall shows indications of its having been disturbed The 
solar has, of course, been long since divided, and the original 
high-pitched roof of it cut off by a floor and formed into attics or 
cheese rooms. Two arched timbers of the roof have on the 
chamfer on one edge of them nail-head ornaments, or rather, the 
nail-heads are formed simply by bits of the beam being left, 
instead of the whole being chamfered off. At the east end of this 
apartment there remained one of the original windows. Previously 
to the present alterations this window was quite concealed inter 
nally by plaster, etc., and a modern kitchen chimney was built up 
against it externally. When we were there, this chimney had just 
been pulled down, and one of our members climbed up and poked 
out the sut which nearly filled up the stonework. This window 
consisted of two pointed lights, separated by an octagonal mullion 
with a moulded capital. The morning after our visit the gable and 
window fell to the ground. The small window with a shutter has 
also since been, at least partially, destroyed. All the other windows, 
excepting a second small one near the one with the shutter, appear 
to have been inserted in the seventeenth century, when perhaps 
the part projecting north from the original mansion was built. We 
did what we could to persuade the tenant of the house to preserve 
some of its ancient features; for instance, not to cut away smooth 
with the passage wall, in order to its being papered, the three old 
dripstones, t ought to add, that it was suggested to me by Mr. 
James, when we were at Medbourne, that the north projection of 
the house might have been the hall, and that the arches now in the 
entrance-passage were the door of the kitchen and buttery hatches. 
Such an arrangement exists in the remains of a house of the four-
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teenth century at Norborough, Northamptonshire. (See Turner, 
vol. ii., pp. 25-2-7.) From the ancient records quoted by Nichols, 
(Gartrce Hundred, pp. 711-4,) it appears that in 1266, Henry the 
Third granted to John de Kirkeby and Thomas de Chaworth 
the privilege of a market and fair to be held in their manor of 
Medbourne. Chaworth held his manor here under the lords of 
Belvoir. Tn 1-278, Amicia de Gorhana died seised of 47s. 9d. 
yearly rent at Medbourne, with the advowson of the Church held 
under the king: this was as parcel of the royal manor of Burge- 
done, who also held land of Sir Thomas de Chaworth; and 
one messuage and three bovates of land of Sir John Burnebe. 
In 1290, John de Kirkby, her heir, lord of Holt, held the same of 
the king; and also land and a capital messuage of Thomas de 
Cadurcis, i e., I suppose, Chaworth. In 1302, William de Kirkby 
died seised of the king's land, &c., here; and of a certain manor 
held of Thomas de Chaworth. The former of his possessions was 
divided among his four daughters, co-heiresses, and passed to their 
descendants: the Belvoir manor continued in the Chaworths 
certainly as late as 1483. Now as the Kirkebys were lords of 
Holt, and probably resided there, I am inclined to think that the 
old house at Medbourne, still called "The Manor House," is the 
identical " capital messuage " of Thomas de Chaworth, mentioned 
as existing in 1290: a capital messuage, meaning of course, not an 
excellent house, but the mansion of the lord of the manor. The 
Chantry Chapel on the south side of Medbourne Church appears to 
have been attached to this manor. Burton 1622, says—"in a 
window [is] the picture of an armed man kneeling, on whose sur- 
coat, Azure, two chevrons Or; and under the said window, an 
ancient monument, on whose shield is the same arms," being 
Chaworth's (page 189). Report speaks of subterraneous passages 
from the manor house to the Church, and even to Holt, which must 
be nearly a mile off. The same kind of thing is said of almost 
every old mansion and monastic ruin. It frequently originates 
from the remains of the sewers of such places, which were 
generally very capacious, often sufficiently so to be walked up or 
crawled along.

MR. GODDARD produced from his sketch-book a drawing of the 
upper part of the mullion and capital mentioned by Mr. Gresley, 
and remarked that that window had never been glazed. Conjec 
tures were hazarded that this had been the chapel window: also 
that the whole of the south part of the house was originally a 
large hall. Some arrangements were made for a further examina 
tion of the place.

Mn. THOMI-SON exhibited some admirable photographs of the 
Church of St. Germain L'Auxerrois, Paris, of Haddon Hall, and 
of Alnwick Castle.

The meeting concluded with a vote of thanks to the Chairman.




